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Habitat for Humanity of Orange County Partners with ABILITY Awareness
Volunteers with disabilities will rebuild a home in Santa Ana for a child with cerebral palsy

Santa Ana, CA, February 21, 2008 – Habitat for Humanity of Orange County will host ABILITY Awareness and volunteers from The Arc of Orange County every Wednesday for 11 weeks to create a home in Santa Ana that meets the needs of six-year old Marian Usman. Marian was diagnosed with cerebral palsy before her first birthday. 

The majority of the volunteers have intellectual disabilities, and one volunteer has cerebral palsy.  They will join the Usman family in remodeling an existing Habitat home. ABILITY Awareness is advising Habitat on the necessary adjustments. The home is located at 1414 N. Bush St., Santa Ana, CA 92701.

“We are delighted to have this opportunity to show that everyone can volunteer and help make a difference in our community,” said Sharon Ellis, Executive Director, Habitat for Humanity of Orange County. “Our partnership with ABILITY Awareness will help us move forward with our mission of ending substandard housing and building strong communities in Orange County, while also advancing their mission of building a world of inclusion for people with health conditions or disabilities.”

About Habitat for Humanity of Orange County

Celebrating 20 years of changing lives and changing communities in Orange County.

124 houses built in Orange County

Habitat for Humanity of Orange County, headquartered in Santa Ana, CA, is dedicated to ending substandard housing and building strong communities in Orange County.   Habitat uses non-government donations of funding, materials, professional services and volunteer labor to build simple, decent homes which are sold to qualified low-income families for a 1% down payment, closing costs, and a zero-interest mortgage.  Mortgage payments are recycled to build more Habitat homes.  Habitat families contribute 500 hours of “sweat equity” to the program by building their own home, helping another Habitat family build a home, or working in some other area of the Habitat organization. Habitat for Humanity families and volunteers have built 124 homes in Orange County since 1988, and are currently four homes in Anaheim and remodeling one home in Santa Ana.

250,000 houses built worldwide

Habitat for Humanity of Orange County is an affiliate of Habitat for Humanity International, an ecumenical Christian ministry that welcomes to its work all people dedicated to the cause of eliminating poverty housing. Since its founding in 1976, Habitat International has built more than 250,000 houses worldwide, providing simple, decent and affordable shelter for more than 1 million people.  Habitat for Humanity International is currently the 16th largest homebuilder in the United States, according to Builder OnLine magazine.

For more information about Habitat for Humanity of Orange County, please call (714) 434-6200 extension 229 or visit our Web site at http://habitatoc.org.

About ABILITY Awareness
ABILITY Awareness, headquartered in Santa Ana, CA, is a nonprofit organization building a world of inclusion for people with health conditions and disabilities through housing, employment, education, media and volunteer opportunities.  ABILITY Awareness is committed to increasing awareness about the skills and talents of people with disabilities, providing meaningful volunteer opportunities to people with disabilities and promoting visitability and accessibility as features that should be included in all new homes.  The hallmark program of ABILITY Awareness, the ABILITY House, provides accessible, affordable housing for families with disabilities, offering community members with disabilities a rewarding opportunity to volunteer.  ABILITY Awareness is supported by the Corporation for National and Community Service, a federal agency dedicated to community service; founding sponsor ABILITY Magazine; as well as contributions from the community.  For information on how to be an ABILITY homeowner or how you can help, contact ABILITY Awareness at (714) 277-7330 or visit us online at www.abilityawareness.org.
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