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ABILITY Awareness Assists Habitat for Humanity of Orange County 

In Building Homes for Heroes
Seeking qualified Veterans with disabilities as future Habitat homeowners
Santa Ana, CA: September 20, 2007— ABILITY Awareness, a national nonprofit dedicated to “Building a World of Inclusion” is assisting Habitat for Humanity of Orange Country in their Homes for Heroes development in San Juan Capistrano targeted towards combat-disabled veterans or their surviving family members.  Homes for Heroes not only lends a helping hand to veterans in their effort to achieve the American Dream of homeownership but engages volunteers with all types of disabilities in building the homes.

The requirements for potential homeowners include; legal residency in the United States; income qualifications enabling the homeowners to pay a 20-30 year, no interest mortgage; an annual gross income between 30%-80% of the median income for Orange County; credit worthiness; and a willingness to put in 250-500 hours of labor through construction or office work at the Habitat office.  Homeowners are also required to live or work in Orange County or have a connection to Orange County, such as family.  They may also qualify if they are based out of Camp Pendleton.
Habitat for Humanity of Orange County was founded in 1988 and has completed 122 homes toward its goal of eliminating sub-standard housing by building simple, decent and affordable homes.  Habitat partner families exhibit pride of ownership in their homes while changing their lives and communities.  For more information on Habitat for Humanity of Orange County, contact (714) 434-6200 ext. 229 or visit www.habitatoc.org. 
ABILITY Awareness is a nonprofit organization building a world of inclusion for people with health conditions and disabilities through housing, employment, education, media and volunteer opportunities.  ABILITY Awareness is committed to increasing awareness about the skills and talents of people with disabilities, providing meaningful volunteer opportunities to people with disabilities and promoting visitability and accessibility as features that should be included in all new homes.  The hallmark program of ABILITY Awareness, the ABILITY House, provides accessible, affordable housing for families with disabilities, offering community members with disabilities a rewarding opportunity to volunteer.  ABILITY Awareness is supported by the Corporation for National and Community Service, a federal agency dedicated to community service; founding sponsor ABILITY Magazine; as well as contributions from the community.  For information on how to be an ABILITY homeowner or how you can help, contact ABILITY Awareness at (714) 277-7330 or visit us online at www.abilityawareness.org.
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